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Monday night. This ftorra broke every pane of 
glafs on the north fide his houfe, and deftroyed all 
his garden things intirely. 

He mentions likewife the heats to have been rather 
more than ufual in that country this fummer j and 
particularly on the 9th of Auguft his thermometer 
(which is hung on the outfide of his houfe on the 
north afpedl) was at 97, by Fahrenheit’s graduation, 
and fome other days as high as 94 or 9f. I am, 

SIR, 


Your moft obedient humble Servant, 


Jermyn ftreet, 

18 October, 1758. 


Wra. Fauquier. 


CL An Account of an extraordinary Cafe 
of a difeafed Eye : In a Letter to Mat¬ 
thew Maty, M. D. F. R. S. By Daniel 
Peter Layard, M. D. F. R. S. 
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I 


Dear Sir, Huntingdon, 20th May, 1758. 

N October 1755 .1 communicated t» 
you, and you inferted in the laft vo¬ 
lume of your Journal Britannique, the cafe of Su- 
fannah Earle, of Hemmingford-Grey in this County, 
who, in confequence of the whooping cough, was 
afflidted with a protruded eye. The Cafe I now fend 
you, fomewhat fimilar to that young girl’s in its firft 
appearance and progrefs, but by accident attended 
with a fecond difeafe, will perhaps deferve your at- 

f C i tention. 
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tention, and not feem unworthy of being prefented 
to the Royal Society. 

John Law, of Fenny-Stanton, alfo in the County 
of Huntingdon, a ftrong and robuft lad, thirteen 
years and lix months old, in Eafter week 1756, 
beating dung about a clofe with unufual force, on a 
fudden felt a violent pain in his left eye. The pain 
increafed, an inflammation enfued, and the eye grew 
daily larger. The poor boy’s mother followed the 
directions, which {he received, without the leaft be¬ 
nefit to her child, after having, befides other ex- 
pences, been defrauded by a quack of two guineas j 
a great fum for a poor cottager ! 

The widow Law, in her diftrefs, heard of Su- 
fannah Earl’s cure. She went to fee her; and deter¬ 
mined to bring her fon to Huntingdon, for Mr. Hop¬ 
kins’s affiftance. Accordingly, October the 7th 1756, 
{lie came to Mr. Daniel Hopkins, furgeon, in this 
town; and having defired my opinion, we both 
examined the eye together. 

The left eye was protruded out of its orbit, and 
hung down over the cheek to the upper lip. The 
coats were greatly difcoloured, all the veffels turgid, 
the fight totally loft, and the humours appeared like 
fluctuating pus. We faw the neceflity of an im¬ 
mediate extirpation, to fave the right eye, already 
greatly inflamed} and having apprized the mother 
and boy of the ftate the eye was in, a confultation 
was defired with two furgeons of St. Ives. Mr. 
Dawkes, who was prefent with Mr. Skeeles at Su- 
fannah Earle’s operation, being dead fince that time, 
Mr. Thomas Slceeles and Mr. Thomas Want very 
charitably met Mr. Hopkins and me the next day, 
October the 8th, at the widow Law’s cottage. 


The 
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The eye appeared to thefe gentlemen as I have 
related: and upon Mr. Want’s preffing with his fin¬ 
ger on the pupil, the globe burft at the edge of the 
Iris , and difcharged pus. The extirpation of the 
eye was unanimpufly agreed upon, and immediately 
performed. 

Mr. Hopkins made a pundture with a lancet clofe 
to the external and fmall canthus of the eye, and 
then with a pair of crooked fciflars took off all the 
diftended globe clofe to the eye-lids. He then 
cleaned the cavity of the purulent humours, and 
filled it with foft lint, over which he applied bolfters 
dipped in warm red wine and water, and the mono- 
culus bandage to keep on the whole dreffings. The 
lad was bled in the arm; nitrous medicines, and ano¬ 
dynes, were prefcribed, and a fuitable regimen. The 
fever, and inflammation of the eye, gradually de- 
creafed j the fuppuration of the wound in few days 
was good, the diftended eye-lids contracted, and 
a cure was foon expedted. 

But on November the 7th the lad went to open 
the ftreet-door, and it being a cold and rainy even¬ 
ing, he quickly felt the bad eflfedts of the cold wind, 
which drove the rain in upon him. That night the 
wound became again very painful, the eye-lids puffed 
up, and next day appeared much inflamed, as were 
all the contents of the orbit. Fungous excrefcences 
foon followed, and an intermittent fever. An emetic 
being improper, he was purged with rhubarb, and 
afterwards took the bark infufed in red wine. The 
fever was removed after fome time; but the contents 
of the orbit continued increafing, and the fungous 
excrefcences became fo large and fpongy, as to be of 

equal 
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^equal bulk with the .difeafed eye before extirpation. 
All topical applications, to contract this fungus, 
were ineffectual, and the application of cauftics or 
efcharotics was prudently avoided, left they ftiould 
produce a carcinomatous ulcer. The difcharge was 
chiefly a purulent ferum : on which account, ever 
iince the beginning of November he was kept upon 
a dry diet. 

In February 1757. the remaining coats of the eye 
began to appear at the moft prominent parts of the 
excrefcence, and feemed white like a part of the 
conjunSH’va. On touching it with the finger, a di- 
ftinCt fluctuation was felt, and an hydrophthalmia 
perfectly difcovered; but neither the thicknefs of the 
coats, nor the fenfibility of the parts, would permit 
a punCture to be made, till the cyft, which appeared 
formed by the diftenfion of one of the coats of the 
eye, was freer from the fungus. 

The cyft continued daily to extend itfelf, and to 
feparate the fungous edges; the fluctuation became 
more manifeft, and the membranes thinner. At 
length, on the 15th of June 1757, Mr. Hopkins 
opened the cyft with the point of a lancet, and let 
out a large cup-full of limpid ferum, without fmell 
or tafte. The boy felt very little pain in this opera¬ 
tion. The cavity was filled with dry lint, and com- 
prefies dipt in warm red wine and water were applied 
over it. All the night following, and feveral days 
after, a great difcharge of ferum came away. On 
the 19th the fungus was confiderably leffened. Mr. 
Hopkins then dreffed the wound with warm un- 
guentum i gummi elemi , and wafhed the fungus 
with a lotion of aquanm calcis , ro/arum ., et tinc- 

tura 
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tura myrrba. On the 23 d, upon his removing the 
dreffings, he faw the cyft loofe and collapfed; which 
he extracted with his forceps, without the leaft diffi¬ 
culty, or pain to his patient. The fungus daily 
wafted afterwards, the wound digefted well, and the 
lad was intirely cured on the 7th of Auguft. 

His right eye is perfectly ftrong, and he has been 
free from complaint ever fince. The remainder of 
the coats of the eye, and of the mufcles, bear up 
the eye-lids, that when uncovered he only feems to- 
have doled the left eye: however, he has wore all 
the winter a back patch over it, to guard againft 
frelh cold. 

The cyft, when firft taken away, meafured three 
inches and half in length, one inch and half In di¬ 
ameter, and contained a large cup-full of water. It 
appeared to be the tunica Jclerotica , was of a clear 
pellucid white, and of fo delicate a texture, as fcarce 
to admit of being touched without tearing; and 
when dried with all poffible care, became fo brittle, 
that Mr. Hopkins could hardly preferve it in the 
manner I now fend it. 

REMARKS. 

In both Sufannah Earle and John Law’s cafes, the 
eye was diftended by the accumulation of the aqueous 
humour, feparated in great quantity by the repeated 
ftraining of theblood-velfels in the whooping cough, 
which might gradually relax and enlarge the aqueous 
du£ts of Sufannah Earle’s eye; and poffibly by the 
rupture of thofe dudts, and of fome blood-veffels, at 
the time John Law exerted himfelf violently in beat¬ 
ing 
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ing dung about the clofe: for in either cafe the im¬ 
petus of the blood mull have been fo violent, as to 
produce thofe effects. However, from the by dr oph¬ 
thalmia fucceeding the operation on John Law, the 
fungous excrefcence, and continual ferous difcharge 
during feveral months from the wound, it plainly 
appears, that an abundance of aqueous humour was 
discharged at firft by the diftenfion or laceration of 
the aqueous dudts, and latterly for want of a con¬ 
traction of thofe veffels, and of the lymphatics, which 
were no longer of ufe. 

Both thefe cafes (hew the neceflity of inquiring 
particularly into the caufes of difeafes of the eyes, 
as well as of other parts of the body; for by barely 
attending to the fymptoms, the difeafe will not be 
removed, tho’ the fymptoms be alleviated. Bleeding, 
and moderate evacuations, would certainly have, at 
firft, decreafed the tenfion and pain, and affuaged 
the inflammation; but both topical applications, and 
internal medicines, were properly to be adapted, and 
a fuitable diet regulated. 

Not to mention the abfurd and impertinent abufe 
of empirics, what benefit could accrue, in both 
thefe cafes, from undtuous, laxative, or emollient 
applications, from draftic and mercurial purges ? 
Tho’ fuch applications might be well intended, to 
take off the tenfion and inflammation j yet, as 
the diftenfion of the blood-veffels only increafed 
gradually, as the globe of the eye was enlarged j 
fo whatever application relaxed the coats of the eye, 
muft infallibly ftretch out the veflels yet farther, 
and caufe a greater pain and inflammation; which 
draftic and mercurial purges would alfo increafe. 

The 
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The only method then to be purfued in fuch bad 
cafes would be at firft to endeavour to remove the 
fullnefs of the blood, and make ufe of fuch topical 
remedies as would contract without irritation. If 
the caufe remains, as the whooping cough in Su- 
fannah Earle’s cafe, no amendment of the eye can 
be expeCted, while the patient’s blood-vefiels are con¬ 
tinually drained by frequent coughing. This illnefs 
therefore fhould be attended to, and removed as 
foon as poffible. 

But fhould the eye be fo enlarged, as to protrude 
itfelf out of the orbit, there feems no other way to 
leflen the bulk of the eye, than by making a punc¬ 
ture with a proper inftrument, to let out the aqueous 
humour j and then apply fuch agglutinant and con¬ 
tracting colly ria, as may reduce the diftended coats 
and veflels to their former fize. This operation 
fhould be performed before the humours are vitiated, 
the fight loft, the veflels in a ftate of fuppuration, 
and the coats of the eye too far extended; for at 
that time nothing lefs than extirpation can be of ufe. 

Profeflor Nuck, in his 'Tra flatus de Duflibus Ocu- 
lorum Aquojis , p. 120, £? feq. relates the fuccefs he 
had in curing a young man by five repeated punc¬ 
tures, and a ftriCt obfervance in a proper ufe of all 
the non-naturals. 

I am, with the greatefl: regard and efteem, 

Dear Sir, 

Your mofl: affectionate Brother, 

and very humble Servant, 

D. P. Layard. 

y D Cll 


Vou 50. 



